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CITY OF CLEWISTON 

Regular Commission Meeting 

January 24, 2022 

 

 

The City of Clewiston City Commission held its regular Commission Meeting in the City Hall 

Commission Chambers Monday, January 24, 2022.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

by Mayor Petersen. Pastor Porter of the New Harvest Church gave the invocation and the 

audience joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners Present:  Mayor Kristine Petersen, Commissioner Hillary Hyslope and 

Commissioner James Pittman. Vice Mayor Greg Thompson attended via telephone.  

Commissioner Mali Gardner was absent.  

  

Personnel Present:  City Manager Randy Martin, City Clerk Kathy Combass, Finance Director 

Shari Howell, Director of Operations Danny Williams, Police Chief Tom Lewis, Community 

Development Director/Fire Chief Travis Reese, Consulting Engineers Andy Tilton and Joe 

DeBono, and City Attorneys Gary Brandenburg and Dylan Brandenburg. 

 

Visitors Present:  Gloria Rosen, Jeff Reuber, Paula Loeb, Roly Gonzalez, Lavonne Sherrell, Pepe 

Lopez, Lindsay Hall and Antonio Perez. 

 

 

Additions/Deletions/Changes and Approval of the Agenda - None 

 

 

1.     Consent Agenda   

A. City Commission Budget Workshop Minutes – August 30, 2021 

B. City Commission Meeting Minutes – December 20, 2021 

C. Proclamation – The Agricultural and Labor Program, Inc. 

D. Event Application – Hendry County Fair Animal Weigh-In – February 8, 2022 

E. Event Application – Hendry County Fair & Livestock Show – February 9-13, 2022 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve the Consent Agenda.  Vote 3 yeas, 0 nays (Vice Mayor Thompson 

and Commissioner Gardner were absent.) 

 

Public Comments – Mayor Petersen limited the time for each public comment to three minutes 

due to the number of items on the agenda for this meeting. 

 

Vice Mayor Thompson joined the meeting via telephone at 5:02 p.m. 

 

 A. Lavonne Sherrell – Comments Regarding Industrial Canal Area – Boats & Docks – Mr. 

Lavonne Sherrell came forward and distributed some handouts to the Commission.  He stated 

that he did not think three minutes was enough time for him to review everything with the 

Commission.  Attorney Gary Brandenburg offered to review the information and advise the 

Commission if Mr. Sherrell would provide the information to him.  Mr. Sherrell read part of 

a letter that he had prepared to the Commission.  He expressed that he felt the industrial canal 

is a navigation channel and fell under the riparian rights and requested the spite fence that 

Mr. Rudd installed be taken down.  Since Mr. Sherrell did not have copies, Mayor Petersen 

suggested he provide the letter to Finance Director Shari Howell for her to make copies of 

the letter for the Commission and City Attorney to review. 

 

ANNUAL SECURIAN PENSION PLAN UPDATE (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021) – 

Gloria Rosen, Pension Advisor, Jeff Reuber, Securian Managed Assets Investment Manager, and 

Paula Loeb, Securian Senior Relationship Manager – Ms. Rosen reviewed the financial summary 

from October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021 and noted the investment gain for this fiscal year was 

$2,950,659.78 and the expenses were $8,676.85 with an ending balance of $15,504,542.97.  Next, 

she reviewed the retirement plan activity from August 21, 2013 to September 30, 2021 and noted 

the investment gain was $9,689,984.57 as of September 30, 2021.  She then reviewed the Actuarial 

Valuation Report and noted that the recommended contribution was $12,847 this year compared to 

$68,106 last year. She stated that it is suggested that the city transfer $1,000,000 from one of the 
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investments that is not performing as well to an inflation protected account.  She then introduced 

Jeff Reuber.  Mr. Reuber explained that they see an uptick in inflation and want to protect the plan 

should inflation continue to go up.   Manager Martin stated that he feels it is a good idea to 

diversify to protect against inflation although we may realize a little less earnings next year.  Ms. 

Rosen confirmed that they monitor the portfolio.  Mr. Reuber then reviewed the investment 

breakdown and return history in the report.  Manager Martin thanked Ms. Rosen, Mr. Reuber and 

Ms. Loeb for coming tonight and keeping city officials informed.  

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

2. Ordinance No. 2021-07 – Public Hearing - Final Reading – 5:05 p.m. - Ordinance No. 

2021-07 abandons and vacates an unused 10’ powerline easement, which passes through 

Commerce Park, as recorded in Hendry County Official Records Book 62, page 97.   

 

Mayor Petersen opened the public hearing and summarized and read Ordinance No. 2021-07 

by title. No citizen comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2021-07.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

3. Ordinance No. 2022-01 – First Public Hearing - 5:05 p.m. - Ordinance No. 2022-01 

modifies the text of the Comprehensive Plan and provides for the inclusion of a private 

property rights element in the Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Mayor Petersen opened the public hearing and summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-01 

by title.  No citizen comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-01 on first reading and the set the second 

public hearing once comments have been received from the reviewing 

agencies.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner Gardner was absent.) 

 

After the vote, Manager Martin thanked the attorneys for putting this ordinance together to 

ensure compliance with a legislative mandate. 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

4. Ordinance No. 2022-02 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-02 amends Clewiston Code 

of Ordinances, Chapter 78, Vehicles for Hire, Article II, Wrecker Service, Rotation Services.   

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-02 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-02 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner Gardner was 

absent.) 

 

5. Ordinance No. 2022-03 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-03 creates a new 

“Firefighters Retirement System” under Chapter 2, Article IV of the City of Clewiston Code 

of Ordinances.   

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-03 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-03 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner Gardner was 

absent.) 
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Before the vote, in response to questions and concerns raised by the Commission, Manager 

Martin explained that we really do not know the amount of state collected taxes the City will 

receive the first year but based on the actuarial analysis it is not expected to be any less than 

$50,000.  The full lifetime contribution estimate of $2,000,000 will diminish over time as 

these funds get paid in and start earning interest.  The firefighters will pay in 5% each of their 

earnings towards the fund.  Fire Chief Reese explained that these numbers are estimates and 

the City’s responsibility would be 33% and the Hendry County Fire MSBU would cover the 

other 66%.  He stated that the City has a lot of long term employees currently serving the fire 

department that will receive the benefit but as those employees retire off, the plan should 

over fund itself.  We would start out in the negative because we have to pay employees that 

retire for their length of service.  He clarified that this benefit would not be paid to those who 

have already retired before this becomes effective.  After further discussion, Manager Martin 

stated that we could get more information before the final reading in February.  Vice Mayor 

Thompson expressed that he feels that $2,000,000 for volunteers is hard to accept.  

Commissioner Pittman stated that the savings to have a volunteer department is substantial 

and feels the adoption of this ordinance will help with retention and will attract men and 

women who are qualified.  Chief Reese asked the Commission to keep in mind that the 

County is paying 66% of this through the fire MSBU.   

 

6. Ordinance No. 2022-04 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-04 amends Section 110-

525, Home Occupations of the City of Clewiston’s Code of Ordinances to bring the City into 

compliance with HB-403 (2021) passed by the Florida Legislature.  

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-04 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-04 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner Gardner was 

absent.) 

 

Before the vote, Commissioner Pittman asked how the legislature came to this conclusion.  

Attorney Gary Brandenburg stated that legislature just basically pre-empted this area and said 

this is the only regulation you can have.  He imagined that it is a result of the internet 

businesses.  Commissioner Pittman noted that there are some caveats that the City could still 

control such as the parking and expressed his concern with the language allowing retail sales.  

Attorney Gary Brandenburg stated that the language came directly from the statute.  

Commissioner Pittman suggested that staff look at the City’s ordinances to determine what 

the new house bill allows us to regulate and be prepared to tighten our regulations as allowed 

by the state.  Manager Martin added that he expects the City is going to have a lot more 

issues to deal with as a result of this legislatively mandated modification. 

 

7. Ordinance No. 2022-05 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-05 amends Section 110-

315.-Permitted uses of the City of Clewiston’s Code of Ordinances to include special 

exception uses for dwelling units with not less than 450 sq. ft. in the Multiple-Family 

Residential District (R-3).  

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-05 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-05 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 3 yeas, 1 nay (Vice Mayor Thompson voted nay 

and Commissioner Gardner was absent.) 

 

Before the vote, Commissioner Pittman asked if the best avenue was to rezone the property.  

Attorney Gary Brandenburg stated that his advice was to amend the ordinance to provide this 

as a special exception in this district so that it can go forward.  It lowers the square footage 

requirement and lowers the density.  Manager Martin stated the attorney’s office did a very 

good job in presenting this to the P&Z Board.  It will allow the City to help meet its current 

housing shortage.  Mr. Antonio Perez came forward and stated the property owner 

envisioned not necessarily apartments for families but for singles.  Commissioner Hyslope 

stated that affordable housing is an issue.  Mayor Petersen expressed that she liked the square 
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footage requirement in this ordinance.  Commissioner Pittman asked what the City’s 

regulation was on how many occupants per apartment.  Director Reese stated that it is very 

limited but it is almost impossible to regulate.  Commissioner Pittman stated that it may be 

difficult to enforce but we may want to consider adding additional requirements to the 

ordinance.  Mr. Perez agreed that it should be limited and feels the City should move forward 

in designating an area for migrant worker facilities.  Attorney Gary Brandenburg stated that 

the City could look at putting an occupancy limit in the ordinance. 

 

8. Ordinance No. 2022-06 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-06 amends the Future Land 

Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan to reflect 601 W. Alverdez Ave. in Block 110 of the 

General Plan of Clewiston as Multi-Family-Two Family to meet the standards of a Small 

Scale Amendment.  

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-06 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-06 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 3 yeas, 1 nay (Vice Mayor Thompson voted nay 

and Commissioner Gardner was absent.) 

 

Before the vote, Commissioner Pittman asked if the adoption of this ordinance would trigger 

any kind of buffer.  Director Reese stated that he does not believe that it would require a 

buffer in this case. 

 

9. Ordinance No. 2022-07 – First Reading – Ordinance No. 2022-07 amends the Official 

Zoning Map of the City of Clewiston to reflect 601 W. Alverdez Ave. in Block 110 of the 

General Plan of Clewiston as Multiple-Family Residential (R-3).  

 

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Ordinance No. 2022-07 by title.  No citizen comments 

were heard. 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve Ordinance No. 2022-07 on first reading and set the public hearing 

for February 21, 2022.  Vote 3 yeas, 1 nay (Vice Mayor Thompson voted nay 

and Commissioner Gardner was absent.) 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

10. Resolution No. 2022-001 – Resolution No. 2022-001 accepts the proposal in the amount of 

$69,900 from All Florida Contracting Services, LLC for the City of Clewiston WWTP 

Genset Project and approves the contract with All Florida Contracting Services, LLC. 

  

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Resolution No. 2022-001 by title.  No citizen 

comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Resolution No. 2022-001.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

Before the vote, Commissioner Pittman asked why only one bid was received.  Engineer 

Tilton explained that the primary reason was that bonds were required for performance and 

several potential bidders commented that they do not have that relationship with a bond 

agent.  He stated the bond does provide protection to the City and mentioned that the price 

given was less than the engineer’s estimate.  Director of Operations Danny Williams stated 

that one local contractor provided a bid but sent it in by email which was not allowed.  

Commissioner Pittman suggested that the City look at considering something in the future so 

that locals could bid.  Manager Martin and Director Williams explained that this project had 

previously been extended and should be wrapped up as it is part of the consent order 

requirements.  Attorney Gary Brandenburg suggested the contractor prepare a new exhibit to 

attach to the contract correcting the mathematical errors. 
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11. Resolution No. 2022-002 – Resolution No. 2022-002 authorizes the Mayor to sign the 

Agreement between the City of Clewiston, Florida, and the YMCA of Southwest Florida, 

Inc. to provide summer camp programs to children ages 5 to 12 years old.  

   

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Resolution No. 2022-002 by title.  No citizen 

comments were heard.  Attorney Gary Brandenburg noticed the agreement did not have an 

insurance requirement and suggested that the Commission approve it with the addition of the 

insurance requirement. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Resolution No. 2022-002 with the added insurance clause.  Vote 4 

yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner Gardner was absent.) 

 

Before the vote, Commissioner Pittman asked if the YMCA hires local teenagers for the 

summer camp programs.  Manager Martin confirmed they have in the past and he expects 

they will again hire local teens.  In response to Commissioner Hyslope’s request for an 

update on the vacant Recreation Director position, Manager Martin stated that he continues 

to actively work to fill the position. 

 

12. Resolution No. 2022-003 – Resolution No. 2022-003 approves the Contract for Disaster 

Debris Removal and Disposal Services with Primary Contractor for Zone 1 between the City 

of Clewiston and D & J of Alabama, Inc. 

   

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Resolution No. 2022-003 by title.  No citizen 

comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Resolution No. 2022-003.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

Before the vote in response to a question from the Vice Mayor, Manager Martin confirmed 

that the Commission did previously authorize the negotiations with each of the three debris 

removal contractors based upon a procurement process initiated by the County with City 

participation. 

 

13. Resolution No. 2022-004 – Resolution No. 2022-004 approves the Contract for Disaster 

Debris Removal and Disposal Services with Secondary and Tertiary Contractor for Zone 1 

between the City of Clewiston and KDF Enterprises, LLC. 

   

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Resolution No. 2022-004 by title.  No citizen 

comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hyslope, 

to approve Resolution No. 2022-004.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

14. Resolution No. 2022-005 – Resolution No. 2022-005 approves the Contract for Disaster 

Debris Removal and Disposal Services with Secondary and Tertiary Contractor for Zone 1 

between the City of Clewiston and Aftermath Disaster Recovery, Inc. 

   

Mayor Petersen summarized and read Resolution No. 2022-005 by title.  No citizen 

comments were heard. 

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to approve Resolution No. 2022-005.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

15. Old Business – Commissioner Pittman suggested that the anticipated date for completing 

each item be noted on the report in the future, at least for the first five items.  
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16. Departmental Monthly Activity Reports   
 

Comments from City Manager – Manager Martin expressed his appreciation to the 

Commission for their indulgence and support at this time. 

 

Comments from City Attorney - none 

 

Comments from the City Commission - none 

 

Adjournment  

 

Commissioner Hyslope made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, 

to adjourn the meeting at 6:32 p.m.  Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays (Commissioner 

Gardner was absent.) 

 

               

        Kristine Petersen, Mayor 

       

 Mary K. Combass, City Clerk 


